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Thus far in 1992, private and public sector companies have spent about US$90 million on "green"
advertising. According to the Venezuelan consumer magazine Producto, spending on green
publicity is expected to double next year. In an article titled, "Verde te quiero verde," Producto
evaluated results of green advertising. According to the magazine, the ads have achieved high
levels of audience recall and boosted sales of environment-friendly products. An opinion poll
conducted by Producto in August indicated that 88% of respondents were willing to pay more for an
ecologically-sound product, and some 60% were "very concerned" about the environment. Almost
90% of respondents had seen conservationist publicity. Jose Rivas, Proctor and Gamble's chief
of corporate affairs in Venezuela, said, "The average Venezuelan's concern for the environment
has progressively increased, but we are still 10 years behind other countries." According to Mary
Polanco, recycling director for transnational Owens Illinois, the company launched a garbage
recycling drive five years ago. Since then, she said, about 75 small independent junk dealers have
been established. Polanco said almost 15% of the company's total output in Venezuela and around
35% of glass bottle production are derived from recycled materials. (Source: Inter Press Service,
10/10/92)
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